
one feels that there is an incompleteness, and wishes
the author had said more.

The final chapters on dreams, somnambulism and
hypnotism are interesting, many amusing cases are
mentioned with more or less fulness ; but they are

only interesting. No useful conclusions are deduced
from the facts. No attempt is made to connect the
various phenomena or show their bearings upon other
modes of cerebral manifestations.
Students' Histology. The Essentials of Histology, De-

scriptive and Practical for the Use of Students. By
E. A. Sch\l=a"\fer, F.R.S. 8vo. pp. 245. Philadel-
phia: Lea Brothers & Co. 1885.
It is a perplexing problem, which, like certain vege-

tables, sprouts up annually, what text-book of histol-
ogy shall be recommended to the students, who are

just commencing their medical curriculum. In point
of number the choice is abundant, but there are very
few which one can be even tolerably satisfied with,
and none which fully meet the requirements of the
case. Professor Schäfer's work is a new attempt to
meet the want of a suitable text-book of histology for
medical students, and is certainly in many ways an ad-
vance upon what we have previously seen in our lan-
guage. We like especially the combination of direc-
tions for making a set of preparations, with a chapter
on the tissue concerned, so that the student in follow-
ing this work learns at once to familiarize himself with
the images seen through the microscope, and to associ-
ate those images with the general notions which are
the really essential ideas for him to acquire and of
which the special preparation is only the illustration
and the symbol. In fact the union of " practical "

and " descriptive " histology is preeminently important
and too often neglected. The author's style is excel-
lent, and all his statements are remarkable for their
clearness and concision, good qualities which he has
already displayed in the ninth edition of Quain's Anat-
omy. Indeed, the book under review, is essentially a
condensation of the histological part of Quain. In
both we miss the background of comparative histology
and embryology upon which human histology ought to
be painted to render it at once vivid and scientific : the
want of this is a serious defect.

We can say little in favor of the publishers' part of
the work, which has too much stingy cheapness. The
illustrations are coarse for the most part, and the au-
thor's enemies would not be so unkind as to wish them
worse printed. When the cuts, borrowed from
Strieker or Ranvier, for instance, are compared with
the originals, the degradation they have suffered is
pitifully evident.
Microscopical Methods. Methods of Research in Mi-

croscopical Anatomy and Embryology. By Charles
Otis Whitman, M.A., Ph.D. 8vo. pp. viii., 255.
Boston: S. E. Cassino & Co. 1885.
There has long been an urgent need for a good

work on the methods employed in histology and em-

bryology, a need which is now supplied by Dr. Whit-
man's very admirable manual. It contains a judicious
and critical summary of the best which experience and
experiment have placed at the service of students and
investigators of microscopical anatomy, besides having
a special value from including a good deal of valuable
matter which has not been previously published and
from the skilful collection of methods described inci-
dentally in other publications.

For the working microscopist this book will un-

doubtedly soon be acknowledged as indispensable. It
gives excellent directions for the best methods of pre-
paring the various reagents, and precise rules for the
best methods of employing them. It includes also the
latest improvements in the methods of cutting, and
mounting sections. Hitherto only professional work-
ers have known how great and numerous these im-
provements have been; In these chapters the author
displays much felicitous judgment, so that very little
indeed appears in them either in substance or in words
which might be omitted. In a second part follows a series
of directions for special methods ; that is, methods ap-
plicable to particular tissues or animals, and these we
think will be found extremely useful in practice, for
hitherto the vast body of experience accumulated dur-
ing special investigations has been practically inacces-
sible. We hope that in future editions the author will
greatly expand this portion of his work.

There are some omissions to be regretted, such as
the methods of isolating the tubules of kidney, the
use of trypsin, methods of micrometry, and some other
matters, which have occurred to us, and which we
have not found referred to in the book.

The publisher has issued the volume in attractive
form, it being well printed on good paper, as indeed a
book of such intrinsic value, should be. In conclusion,
we give the book, as a whole, unreserved commenda-
tion.

A Treatise on the Science and Practice of Midwifery.
By W. S. Playfair, M.D., F.R.C.P. Fourth
American, from the Fifth English edition, with
notes and additions by Robert P. Harris, M.D.
Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1885.
This standard woA is too well and favorably known

to require an extended notice of the present edition,
which shows but few changes from the edition which
preceded it by only a short time. As in previous edi-
tions intended for use in this country, the American
editor has added materially to the value of the book
by his annotations on subjects in which American
teaching and practice differ from the British.

Several new methods of performing gastro-hysterot-
omy devised in Germany are given by the American
editor; and the latest statistics in the Cœsarean and
Porro operations, in the collection of which Dr. Har-
ris has shown such indefatigable industry, are also
added. Hicks' method of combined version in the
treatment of placenta pra3via, as tried in Berlin by
Hoffmeier, Behm and Lomer, also receives appropriate
notice.

The book will find a welcome place in every obstet-
ric library.
What to Do in Cases of Poisoning. By William
Murrell, M.D., F.R.C.P. Fourth Edition. Lon-
don: H. K. Lewis. 1884.
The physician, when called in to a case of poison-

ing, has presumably but little time in which to consult
a book for the purpose of obtaining information which
he may reasonably be supposed to carry in his head.
This may be said, however, with regard to Dr. Mur-
rell's book ; it is very small, and it contains a great
deal of useful and accurate information. The work
has been carefully revised, and many additions have
been made.
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